
346 Unit 6: Classroom Management and Instruction

FIGURE 17.1	 Physical Space. A traditional arrangement of desks in rows works 

well for direct instruction, whereas small group work or pair-share discussions 
benefit from cluster arrangements. Teachers should choose the seating that best 
matches the type of instruction they intend to use.

The traditional auditorium arrangement, with 
all desks in rows facing the teacher, is most 
effective when the teacher wants students’ 
attention to be focused on direct instruction 
and wants to minimize interaction between 
students (Renne, 1997).

In general, face-to-face seating (such as 
clusters) leads to higher student distraction; 
however, this seating arrangement is ideal 
to facilitate collaboration during small-group 
activities.

rules and procedures, and indicates how best to contact the teacher. This would include 
the teacher’s web page, e-mail address, and office phone number, as well as the time of 
day when the teacher is most likely to be available to talk or answer e-mail, such as a 
free period.

Preparing for the first day of class includes determining the best use of the physical space 
a teacher has been given (see Figure 17.1). Here are some suggestions to consider when cre-
ating the seating chart and room arrangements (Fisher, Godwin, & Seltman, 2014; Harris & 
Garwood, 2015; Marzano et al., 2003):

•• The room should be arranged so that the teacher can see all students from anywhere in 
the classroom, especially from his or her own desk.

•• The teacher’s desk and whiteboard could be on opposite ends of the classroom to 
provide proximity to students in the front and back of the classroom.

•• The room should be arranged for easy transitions in and out of the classroom as well 
as easy access to the teacher and frequently used materials (e.g., basket for homework 
assignments).

•• Classes that will include mostly direct instruction might benefit from a seating arrange-
ment that focuses attention on the teacher, such as traditional rows.

•• Classes that will include substantial amounts of small group work or pair-share discus-
sions might benefit from a seating arrangement in which three to four students can all 
see each other, such as clusters of desks.


